James wk 5
2 minutes of prayer/silence
If you’ve been here, what have you learned about james so far?
Faith and Deeds
14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save them? 15 Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. 16 If one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about their physical needs, what good is it? 17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.
· THIS IS THE ClIMAX OF BOOK OF JAMES: all the came before it and all that comes after come back to this idea

Can such faith save you? That is, faith without works?
· COME BACK TO THIS POINT!
What is genuine Faith?
“But does nothing about their physical needs, what good is it”
1) Genuine faith is not indifferent, but involved
· Pharasees, who wore expensive clothing and wanted to be treated with favoritism
· did not associate with sinners and tax collectors like jesus did
· said elaborate prayers in the 
· outwardly “righteous” or religious, but their hearts not actually serving God
· Our faith not only talk: takes action. 
· Self sacrificial lives, giving > receiving, upside down kingdom
· SO: when we see someone in need, we should pray for them, offer words of encouragement, BUT we also need to act on their behalf if we are able.
· How can we apply this to our own lives at college?
· When we have income’s, to trust God with 10% tithe
· We can give our time to help someone else study for a class

2 genuine faith is not independent, but in partnership with results
“Faith by itself … is dead”
Passages: 
· Matthew 7:15-20 “know them by their fruit”
· Matthew 14:6  6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.
· (Why did Jesus come to earth?) obviously a savior, but also as a RABBI
· Traveling rabbis: common in Jesus’ day, he wasn’t the only one. 
· Most rabbis had disciples like jesus did. 
· The purpose of a disciple is to be with your rabbi, become like your rabbi, and do as he did. 
· John 10:10 “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.”
· Faith by itself, merely saying the right things outwardly but no RESULTS is phony.
· If we are not living our faith out, we won’t find the good life that Jesus is offering
· Does not mean necessarily mean you won’t have salvation, but the fruit of sin is spiritual death, so while you may be saved you won’t experience good things in this life because destruction is the outcome of sin. (James 1:13-15)
· You may be saved because your heart is for Christ, but there’s a spiritual deadness still in your life because you haven’t surrendered your whole life to him.
· Faith without works is phony faith, half the faith.
· FRIUT OF THE SPIRIT should be clear markers.
· When the school looks at the baseball team, do they say, “they embody the fruit of the spirit?”
· Not that we should make an idol out of what others think,
· But I want our team to reflect the love of Christ
18 But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.”  Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by my deeds. 19 You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder.
“I have deeds”
“Show me your faith without deeds”
· “I’m a good person”
· “I’ve done enough good to be saved”
· That’s great and all, but still flawed w/o faith in jesus
· Good 
James: “I’ll show you my faith by my deeds
· “James points out that what we do is the result of what we truly believe. 
· People who truly believe something act on what they claim to believe.
· Simple principle: 
· I go to class because I believe it to be worth my time
· Or, I don’t go because I don’t believe that
· I go to the gym because I truly believe it will help me become stronger
· Simply claiming to have faith in Christ is meaningless;
· saving faith is a faith which results in action.”
· “our lives follow in the direction of our strongest thoughts”
· if you truly believe God’s way is better like you claim, 
· if you truly believe God is Lord of your life,
· then somewhere in your heart you should feel convicted when you go your own way
· you should WANT to obey him, because if he is Lord, if he is who he says he is, his ways will result in REAL FRUIT
· (process takes time)
James's argument here is entirely practical: show me!
· Faith that doesn't cause a person to act is a red flag, a sign of dead faith, not a saving faith.
· On the contrary, James writes, I can show you what I believe by the good works that I do.
· 3) genuine faith is not invisible, but on display!
· If others can’t see the faith in your life on display through obedient actions to Christ, how are they to know it’s there? 

“Even demons believe that and shudder”
· Demons know there is a God and tremble, yet they don’t obey God.
· Their knowledge of God doesn’t result in changed hearts 
· James talking not here about belief in Christ Jesus to attain salvation
· Demons know about God but choose not to follow him
· But we can KNOW that Jesus died, KNOW that jesus rose from the dead and still not FOLLOW christ with our lives

20 You foolish person, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless[d]? 21 Was not our father Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 22 You see that his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith was made complete by what he did. 23 And the scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness,”[e] and he was called God’s friend. 24 You see that a person is considered righteous by what they do and not by faith alone.
EQ: What does it mean to be considered “righteous”? (other translations say “justified”)
·  Romans 3:28: For we maintain that a person is justified by faith apart from the works of the law.
· Paul’s justification is a legal word: guilty or not guilty. “to declare as righteous”
· Jame’s justification is a more “to demonstrate as righteous”
· “In its deeper spiritual meaning, righteousness is the quality of being right in the eyes of God, including character (nature), conscience (attitude), conduct (action), and command (word).”
· When our FAITH and ACTIONS work together and BOTH honor God.
EQ: How do we attain salvation? Is it by faith or by works or both?
· Paul talks about the root of salvation: (LIFE FROM GOD’s PERSPECTIVE)
· You are saved through faith plus nothing. (no works you did impacted that)
· “Repent, for the kingdom of God has come near.”
· Repent: requires us to change our mind on how we live
· James talks about LIFE FROM HUMAN PERSPECTIVE
·  We are justified before others, meaning others will see our actions in difficult situations (being slow to speak/get angry, being quick to listen, being perseverant in difficult times, showing mercy and compassion, giving generously) AND want to know what is different about us, want to know Christ
· Other topics discussed (
· Having joy in trials
· Becoming mature with christ
· Prayer
· Overcoming temptation
· Quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger!
· Taming the tongue
· Not being polluted by the world
· Not showing favoritism
· Speaking/acting in line with law that gives freedom (from sin)
· Being doers of the word
· These changes ONLY happen when our hearts are in the right place.
	Where we start
	Response to where we start
	Result

	Alive! Humans, we do our own thing make what we want out of life
	Do "good" works, help others, but NEVER know JESUS
	Death

	Dead, we are sinners
	We do good works
	Achieve our Salvation!

	Dead, we are sinners
	MADE ALIVE IN CHRIST! Members of God's kingdom NOW AND eternally
	Good works now! Obedience!




· Abraham – story of faith displayed through radical obedience
·  God asked him to sacrifice his own son Isaac - Genesis 22:1-3, 15-18
· Aside: talk about a testing of your faith! Talk about faith growing in maturity!
· God knew Abrahams faith: God knew Abraham would be faithful, but sometimes God uses tests like this to show US just how much faith we have in God.
· God did not save Abraham because of this obedience in this moment – not what James is saying. 
· romans 4, paul says Abraham was justified to God in a legal sense because of his faith
· THIS STRONG FAITH: allowed Abraham to obey God even when God tested him and asked him to obey God. 
· There will be times God leads you to do something, and you have the choice to obey him and you really don’t want to. JUST DO IT! 
· Other stories where Abraham acted sinfully and he is a sinner just like anyone else
· God justified Abraham earlier in his relationship
· BUT we look at Abrhams faith and say he is righteous, he is obedient to God, because of his faith in God 

25 In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she did when she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction? 26 As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead.
Rahab
· Citizen of Jerico who hid israelite spies from the king of Jerico
· A PROSTITUTE: and she’s in the line of Jesus! she’s an ancestor of the savior of the world
Abraham: father of faith, and Rahab, prostitute before believing God
James point:
· We are not hopeless/beyond useful to God! No matter what we’ve done, (our sins are many), but God’s mercy is more!
Body w/o spirit
· We’re not robots – all of us were created a little differently, our own personalities, strengths, spiritual blessings
Why we should RADICALLY OBEY GOD?

What would if look like if you radically obeyed God?
· What would it look life if you really eliminated the thing in your life that is producing death?
· What’s stopping you from getting support from brothers in this group?
· REALITY: every one here is flawed and needs to change. 
· But we have each other and we are centered in christ 

The bottom line.
· Romans 10:9
·  If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.

We should obey and act …. because JESUS first served us!
· JESUS: met physical needs (feeding of 5000) (turned water into wine)
· JESUS: washing the feet of the disciples
· SERVICE: 
· Jesus is our teacher. We listen to the words he says but only because he acted on those and kept all of his promises. 
· He had to die on the cross, he acted on our behalf and was cruicified for our sins
· Mark 10:45
· 45 For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

Go back to point of 2:14
Can such faith save you? That is, faith without good works?
· YES
· James would say that faith without works is dead
· What is faith that saves?’
· HEART POSTURE
· Sinner on the cross didn’t have good works, but he had full faith in Jesus, HIS HEART WAS CHANGED
· If we’ve accepted Christ in our hearts and are trying to follow him with our heart, we’ve no need to question our salvation – faith in christ is the only thing that saves
· James is merely saying: if you have that genuine faith, LIVE IT OUT! Show the world your changed heart, be righteous, let your faith change your whole person
· I am assuming most of us would claim that we follow Jesus, or are close to accepting him
· If you’ve never considered that, I’d love to have a conversation with you and just hear about where your heart is
· Most important decision of your life!
· Most of us have chosen Jesus. GREAT! PRAISE GOD, we have our hearts in the right place. James is simply saying: continue to live it out

John 14:15
· If you love me, you will keep my commandments.
Luke 9:23 jesus says
· hen he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me.
· Daily walk
· A long obedience in the right direction produces the good life we all want
· We all want to be happy, we all want it all the time.
· Doing it our way may be easier in the short term, death in the long run. 
· Fast food: junk food
· Disciplined life following jesus is hard now. It is hard to deny yourself. It’s hard to eat healthy, difficult to not follow your desires.
· Difficult to put others first over ourselves
· Difficult to persevere and not give up
· Difficult to go through hard things with joy
· But this is what Jesus commanded, and this will lead to a fulfilled life.

Prayer requests
