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HUMA 102A Final Essay: Ecclesiastes 
As part of the “Former Writings,” Ecclesiastes is wisdom literature which helps to explain how the godly are to live as they wait for God’s promises to be fulfilled. Ecclesiastes, the closest biblical book to philosophy, addresses some of life’s biggest issues, such as why bad things happen to good people. 
	The key word “vanity” is translated from the Hebrew word “hebel.” This translation is problematic because it implies that life is “meaningless,” “transient,” and “fleeting.” However, we know that the author of the book is not saying that life is meaningless because “fearing God and keeping his commands” is not meaningless. Rather, “hebel” means “enigma,” or “hard to understand.” The author of Ecclesiastes is trying to portray life as a “frustrating mystery.” Life is confusing. We as humans do not always understand why certain things happen, even if we know and fear the Lord. We cannot grasp the “wind” but we can know the Shepard who provides exactly what we need.
The three main Arguments of Ecclesiastes are as follow.  (1) God has so structured life that if you leave God out, the gifts God has given will not give their full joy. But if you acknowledge God as the giver, you can eat, drink, and be merry and it will give you more joy because you accept the gift as from the hand of the giver. (2) For the Believer life is still full of perplexities and enigmas. We have more insight than atheists, but we live with the fact that knowing all the answers is not the answer and understanding everything, but the answer is knowing the shepherd who knows everything and satisfies us with what we need. (3) Serve God and keep his commandments!
	Contrast is most dominantly seen in the long negative sections of the book followed by short positive refrains. The long negative sections are negative because God is not present. These sections highlight life’s enigmas with lots of examples because the author wants the reader to feel the message. However, there is hope. The short positive sections are positive because God is present. These sections act like a breath of fresh air in that they remind the reader that God is still present in our lives even though we don’t understand everything that is going on. 
	The “goads” and “nails” referred to in 12:11 corelate to the long negative sections and the short positive sections, respectively. A goad is a long stick with a point at the end which is used to provoke an animal to move. Like a goad, the long negative sections force the reader to consider life without God. The short positive sections are symbolized by nails which are firmly fixed in place. The “nails” give you solid ground to stand on and something to hang your hat on. Life is perplexing, uncomfortable, and we can’t understand everything even if we fear and know God, but we can have hope when we understand he is present through all of life’s uncertainty. 

