Romans 15-16

First:
· Check in

Ch 15: 
V1. 
· We are blessed to be a blessing
· If it’s wealth – we’ve been given it to share it
· If it’s talent, influence, friendships, connections, ability – called to serve others.
· Coice of residence
· Relationships in the church
· We shouldn’t seek to win arguments with Christians, but respect them
v. 2-3
· Psalm 69:6-21
· We are called to become like Christ
· To put others needs above our own
· So hard to do 
· That’s what Jesus did
· Q: in what ways are you already serving others rather than pleasing yourself? Where do you need to begin, motivated by Christ’s example

v. 4 everything written in the past 
1. “everything written past was meant to teach us …” 
· So bible is still relevant for today!
· All of scripture is God breathed and useful for teaching (2 Timothy 3:16)
2.  scripture centered in Christ. (psalm 69 reference)

v. 5-7
bible also written to give us Endurance + encouragement. 
Endurance – means that the bible calls us to hard work and discipline
I. steadfastness, constancy, endurance
I. in the NT the characteristic of a man who is not swerved from his deliberate purpose and his loyalty to faith and piety by even the greatest trials and sufferings
I. patiently, and steadfastly
II. a patient, steadfast waiting for
III. a patient enduring, sustaining, perseveranc

Encouragement – hope, bible makes incredible promises about certain future. Should give us joyful persistence
I. 	consolation, comfort, solace; that which affords comfort or refreshment
I. thus of the Messianic salvation (so the Rabbis call the Messiah the consoler, the comforter)

v. 5-6 – prayer for unity
one voice – reference to corporate worship 
Q: Where does the unity come from? (God, v. 5)
Q: Can we get it if we work hard enough for it? No.
Keller: it’s a supernatural gift. Only get this type of unity not by pursuing it but by collectively pursuing Christ together
God gives us more unity horizontally the more we follow him vertically together
Marriage: seek to stay together and only focus on the two people and forget about God. Buzzer: EERRRRRR

v. 7 – unity is based on our justification in Christ
1st accepted by Christ, then we live according to that. 
We don’t live in order to be accepted by him, like legalists do.
Legalists – need to constantly justify themselves. Are constantly in the courtroom. Am I good enough? Freedom of self forgetfulness

We will only ever be able to accept and truly love other people and their flaws if we accept justification, that we were first accepted by God through Jeuss when we were unworthy

Beauty of Grace is that it makes life unfair

v. 8 – jesus served the jews
“on behalf of God’s truth”
- fulfilled OT promises … such as to Abraham and Jacob
v. 9 – to the gentiles
- for having mercy on them as well, gentiles called to glorify God
Read Ephesians 2:14
END TO “DIVIDING WALL OF HOSTILITY” between jew/gentile, strong/weak, rich/poor, popular/unpoluar

GOD’S PURPOSE: a people made up of all nations.
v. 9 – gentiles praising God 2 Samuel 22:50  WRITINGS
v10 – gentiles WITH people Deut 32:43 LAW
v11- explicitly gentiles and jews “all you peoples” praising  Psalm 117:1 WRITINGS
v12 – root of Jesse – OT promise fulfills Isaiah 11:10 PROPHETS

paul references each part of OT in recap
gospel – uniting force of what God has already been working toward

v. 14- competeing to instruct one anther
- this should encourage you to be more confident in sharing the Gospel


Pauls personal note
Why is evangelism important?
Paul – his calling was to be the first and prolyl goatest missionary
V15-16
v. 16 – why of pauls ministry: that the gentiles would come to become offering  acceptable to God. Where else do we see this language (12:1)
            JESUS was our complete offering, yet we bring gratitude offerings 
Evangelism – offering to God in response to all Jesus has given 
Reminder – goal of evangelism – complete life change. “That all who come through the gates would grow an authentic relationship with Jesus”
18. Paul – accomplished many things. Saw great signs and wonders. Planted many churches. Is probably the best theologian ever beside Jesus. YET his greatest accomplishment: thing he was most excited about: seeing people find Jesus! That’s what should get us up out of bed every day
· we may not be as gifted as paul, but we are still called to be prepared to give an account … for the hope we have 
v. 18 … said and done
· I have learned more about the gospel this summer by watching Dan Saxton, KB, Jason, Unc lead than. 
· Gospel must extend past a bible study into relationship, action, attitudes. 
· “incarnational” gospel
· 
v. 19 signs and wonders
- not necessarily that God doesn’t do these anymore. Highly debated topic
What is certain: we should pray for miracles
But They were given to prove validity of Paul’s Apostleship

v.20 gospel in places where Christ was not known ( plant churches in big influential cities, have it spread
· YOU DID THIS ALL SUMMER
· Henry Fine isn’t hearing the gospel preached from his parents 
· You just don’t know the impact you’ve had, or the dark places you’ve illuminated.
· Or the seeds you’ve planted that in 10 years a kid will remember the last bible study you led when you were dog tired yet stuck it out, relying on the power of the Holy Spirit.

V22 – paul loved the church in Rome. Had lots of friends there

v.25-26
- paul’s care for the poor, raising enough support for church in Jerusalem.
v. 27- we owe it to them
· Generosity – not simply an option we can get to if possible. 
· … it’s an obligation
· A debt to be honored 
· Grace of gospel makes us debtors to those in need
· We owe the poor because we owe christ 
· We will give because Christ first gave for us
· We will give generously because we know we can rely on God to keep on givig
· 

Ch. 16: list of names… sound familiar? 
S CHARTS
Real people Paul is writing to. 
Real diversity in body of Roman Church
· Race, class, gender
Reminder of JOHN HAKE guys night talk…. COMMUNITY SO HUGE

what are your relationships built on?
· Paul had friends who went to prison for him.
· People who v.4 risked their lives for him
· 10. Fidelity to Christ stood the test. Authentic devoted people who loved jesus
· Women who work hard in the Lord

v. 17-19
· Measure anyones teaching (including what you hear at camp!) with the gospel. 

PROMISE regarding false teaching
V. 20 God will crush Satan’s self-absorbed teaching 
- reminds us of the promise after garden of eden (genesis 3:15) “crush the serpent’s head”

V 25-27
· Move us to give the glory to God
· We start the summer, we put these words above the swings
· I gave a comp talk on this
· But it comes back to this concept
Mystery: a truth that wasn’t revealed right away. (prophets about Jesus)  a truth that was previously hidden but has now been revealed, often through Jesus Christ and his apostles

GOD IS WORKING OUT THE GOSPEL. He did it this summer. 
Where can we give glory to God for what he’s done?
How does this give you hope going into the Fall

Closing 20 min (7:10 start) 
· Affirmation:
· You have 
· You are
· You will continue to do 
· AN INCREDIBLE JOB
I’ve watched you each work through difficult situations
I’ve seen each of you not give up when times got tough
You are close to the finish line. 

MAN IN THE ARENA 
· Maybe you feel as though you weren’t perfect 
· THAT IS OKAY
· For whatever reason – you answered the call. I applaud your obedience to be here this summer and enter the trenches 
· You’ve fought some tough spiritual battles, and maybe you have some scars 
· I know you will look back, even though you are fatigued now, and say it was worth it.
· The LESSONS you learned.
· The treasure you stored in heaven. 
· The seeds you sowed. 
· You did a great thing this summer! And praise God for all the good things, seen and unseen that he has done through your effort and by His Holy Spirit

Prayer. 





