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HUMA 102A Final Exam Essay 1: Deuteronomy
	A Suzerain-Vassal (SV) treaty began with a preamble, which was an opening statement of who king was and who conquered people were. The SV treaty continued with a Historical Prologue which told the story of how he became king. Third came the rules and stipulations of the treaty. The rules came first in general stipulations, such as the king expecting the conquered party to pay taxes, and then in specific stipulations, which went into detail describing the general stipulations. The SV treaty continues with the deposit of text & periodic public reading which meant that each party received a copy of the treaty and that it was to be read publicly every so often. Next came the witnesses, which was the section where the king would call one of his gods to bring upon a curse to the conquered party if they do not follow the treaty. The SV treaty concludes with cursing and blessings where the king specifically states how he will punish the conquered party if they disobey the treaty.  
The theme of Deuteronomy is to choose life and to live in love and obedience to God (paraphrased from Deuteronomy 30:19-20).
The Shema (loving God with all your heart) is the core of all other laws in Deuteronomy. The Ten Commandments expound upon the Shema and the other laws expound and clarify the ten commandments, but the core of the law is the Shema because God wants us to love him with all our heart and out of our love for him to keep his commands for living a fulfilled life. 
The Ten Commandments are arranged in two sections: commandments 1-4 convey our relationship to God and commandments 5-10 our neighbor. Each group is written in descending order of importance. For instance, commandment 6 (murder) comes before commandment 7 (adultery) because it is much worse to kill your spouse than to cheat on them. However, commandment 5 (Honor your father and mother) comes before each of these because if we listen to our parents, we will have the wisdom we need to love our neighbors. Likewise, the commandments about our relationship to God come before how we treat our neighbor because if we love God first, we will also love our neighbors who are God’s creation. 
One way we know that the Ten Commandments which are stated as negative minimums imply positive maximums is because the Ten Words are casuistic law. They are general stipulations that are expounded later with specific stipulations. In addition, when asked which commandment is greatest, Jesus summarized the Ten Words in a positive way by quoting the Shema (“love the Lord your God with all you heart”) and Leviticus (“love your neighbor as yourself”).
